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MERRY                                             CHRISTMAS
             I wasn’t going to do it, but I just had to write a little something for my Christmas cards this year.

     2009 has been remarkable for me. I’ll just let you know of a few things we are thankful for around here.

1. Fred is still working at the shipyard. Having a job and continuing to work is such a blessing these days with so many out of work and having struggles to make ends meet. We don’t take ANYTHING for granted but count our blessings every day.

2. I’m no longer Tops Field Staff but have found something new to do with my time. I’m doing a website for Tops instead. It’s called Why We Love Tops. You may visit by going to http://www.whywelovetops.com. Having more time on my hands is wonderful since I’ve been using it to  poor over the cookbooks and read recipes I’ve collected since I was a teenager. I’ve tried a few of them so far and have discovered I’m a pretty good cook after all.

3. Pete has been clean and sober for quite awhile now and has gotten a girlfriend. They have been together for about 6 months and things seem to be working out just fine. Her name is Penny and is a welcomed addition to our family. 

4. Fred and I traveled a bit in our 19’ trailer this year. We did a big “loop” starting here in WA, over to Idaho, down to Utah, through Nevada and up through Oregon along the Oregon Trail. The weather was very hot, but we managed to get in a few GREAT bike rides. We drove through the Salt Flats, visited Yosemite National Park, and when we took a wrong turn in Reno, we found ourselves, trailer in tow, cruising down the brightly lit, flashing, billboard lined main drag. Surprisingly enough, everyone was patient with us as we maneuvered our way back out to the freeway again.  Our trip lasted ten days. When we got home, we decided to trade in our two trailers for a 24’ trailer with a small pop-out. We took a trip to Ocean Park for a couple days and a week later went over to Leavenworth and camped for five days and had a blast. 

5. The #1 thing I’m thankful for this year is how great God is. After visiting my sister and my mom and my friend Cyndy in CA in October, God lead me to Redway where I visited my old friend Wally West. That was a blessing, but what was even better was Wally’s knowledge of where my long lost “2nd son” was. (I call him Junior but everyone else calls him JR.) Junior isn’t really my son, but he was like a second son to me while we lived in CA. (He’s actually the son of my land partner, Dee) He and Pete were like brothers. I’d lost track of Junior over the years, but I was blessed to have visited with Junior and found out that he was married and had a 4 month old baby.  His wife Lisa is just remarkable and of course, the baby, Caleb is the cutest little baby in the world. I’ve already gone back to CA for a visit with them and plan on going again real soon. Life is good!!! 
















We hope you have a wonderful holiday season filled with many blessing.

 Happy New Year.

 Deb, Fred, Pete & Penny







