Installation of Officers

Written by Deb Kuney

BEFORE THE OUTGOING OFFICERS RETURN TO THEIR SEATS.

Tops chapters are kind of like a recipe. The outcome of the meal depends on which recipe you chose to use, how you chose the ingredients that went into it, and how long you cooked it. So, wouldn't the same thing apply to how your chapter meetings turn out? It would depend on which member you voted for last year,  which programs you presented, and how they were presented. These officers did a fine job and I’d like to give you give you a big hand for a job well done. (gave outgoing officers a shower glove)

And now, instead of all the officers coming up at one time, I'll call you up here one at a time and I'll start with the new Leader.

The leader is symbolized by the Serving Spoon. You Dish up ORDER at the meetings. You serve up generous portions of UNDERSTANDING. You scoop up servings of PATIENCE. You spoon up super sized portions of INFORMATION about Tops functions and rules from the Newsletters you receive in the mail. Your job is to gently mix and fold the meeting together...not whipping it til it forms stiff peaks!! You stir continuously and gently so that all members are informed and have fun.

The recipe for the Leader is:

2 Cups of Order

1 Cup of Understanding

1 Cup of Patience

a Pinch of humor

4 Quarts of Information from newsletters. 

An abundance of smiles, laughs and hugs. 

Mix thoroughly and have fun for an hour.

Do you as the newly elected leader think you can follow this recipe? If yes, please put your left hand on this Tops cookbook and raise your right hand and repeat after me.

As the leader of this chapter, I’m the first ingredient in this recipe. Without the other ingredients in the chapter, my flavor would not be very sweet. So, I will do my best to use my spoon to blend with all the officers and members to make this a great chapter for everyone. I accept the office of leader.

(Give them a spatula) Okay, then, this little spatula is for you to SPREAD the word about Tops and your chapter. You are now the new leader.

Co-Leader: 

The coleader is symbolized as the Ladle.  It’s bigger than the Leader’s Serving Spoon, because the coleader not only fills in for the leader when they can’t be at the meeting they fill in for any officer who cannot make it. They scoop up order, patience and understanding just as the leader does. They ladle up kindness if they fill in for the weight recorder, they divvy up patience as the treasurer and dole out care when filling in for the secretary. The coleader should never try to scoop up more than they can handle. because, after all they are just filling in.

So, the recipe for a Coleader is

5 Cups of Patience

1 Cup of Kindness

1 Cup of Caring

2 hugs, 14 smiles and 3 laughs

Mix thoroughly and gently and have fun for an hour.

So, do you think you can follow this recipe? If so, place your left hand on this cookbook raise your right hand and repeat after me.

As co-leader I will share in the task of making our chapter’s yeast rise.  I will be a substitute for the ingredients that are missing from the chapter recipe. I will do my best to blend with all the officers and members to make this a great chapter for everyone. I accept the office of Co-leader.

(Give them a spatula) Okay, then, this little spatula is for you to SPREAD the  word about Tops and your chapter. You are now the new co-leader.

Secretary: The secretary is symbolized by the slotted spoon. She keeps the minutes by draining out the unimportant ingredients and only putting in the minutes what’s necessary so that they aren’t too heavy. The meat of the meeting goes  into the minutes, not the soup.

So, the recipe for the Secretary is

1 page of paper

1 pen

Half Cup of Readiness

2 Cups of Alertness

a hug, a few smiles and a laugh or two

Blend by stirring with a constant motion carefully folding in accuracy. 

Have fun for an hour. 

So, do you think you can follow this recipe? If so, place your left hand on this cookbook raise your right hand and repeat after me.

As secretary,  I will share in the task of making our chapter’s frosting smooth.  I will keep the minutes accurately and read them clearly at each meeting. I will  do my best to spice up this recipe along with the other officers and members to make this a great chapter for everyone. I accept the office of secretary.

(Give them a spatula) Okay, then, this little spatula is for you to SPREAD the word about Tops and your chapter. You are now the new secretary.

Treasurer: The treasurer is represented by the spatula. You will have to “flip” the pages of the checkbook as you write payments for memberships and charm orders. You must turn in an audit now and then “scraping” together all the pennies and nickels you have to account for. The recipe for treasurer is

2 Cups of Patience

1 cup of Alertness

1  Receipt book

1 calculator 

Place these ingredients in the chapter and fold together making sure not to over mix. Over mixing makes the final product tough. Add 4 smiles, 3 hugs, and 2 chuckles and have fun for 1 hour.

So, do you think you can follow this recipe? If so, place your left hand on this cookbook raise your right hand and repeat after me.

As treasurer,  I will do my best to keep the treasury records accurate.  I will do my best to add a dash of information to the chapter when the leader calls for a treasury report. I will season this recipe along with the other officers and members to make this a great chapter for everyone. I accept the office of treasurer.

(Give them a spatula) Okay, then, this little spatula is for you to SPREAD the  word about Tops and your chapter. You are now the new treasurer.

Weight recorders: The weight recorders are represented by the measuring cups because they have to measure out each person’s weight each week. And the Pot Holders because, when someone is upset after they weigh in, they may be too hot to handle. 

The recipe for Weight recorders is

A dash of Promptness

A Gallon of Sensitivity

2 truckloads of Understanding

5 quarts of Patience

3 pints of Kindness

Mix all these ingredients with 16 dashes of Accuracy.  Stir in some gentleness and mix. Set aside any judgments on the window sill to cool off. Throw in some hugs and smiles and laughter and have fun for one hour.

So, do you think you can follow this recipe? If so, place your left hand on this cookbook raise your right hand and repeat after me.

As weight recorders we will be sensitive to all Tops and Kops. We will keep accurate records on official weight charts and a second set. We will flavor the weight room with compassion and understanding and take it all with a grain of salt.  We accept the office of weight recorders.

(Give them a spatula) Okay, then, this little spatula is for you to SPREAD the  word about Tops and your chapter. You are now the new weight recorders.

Chapter: The chapter is represented by the knife, fork and spoon. These utensils spoon up knowledge, stab at the chance to help in anyway they can and spread the good word about Tops in the community. 

Well, there you have it, your new board of officers. They’ll stir fry you,  steam you, boil you, stir you up, and mix you up. Let’s hope they never burn you!! I hope you all have a good year cooking up great new programs this year by trying new ingredients, and trying new ways to improve the chapter, and enjoying the fruits of your efforts from working together. 

