Dear TOPS Leaders
First a big welcome to you who are new leaders! 

     The TOPS Panama Canal cruise was wonderful!  I wish I could share the beauty of the seas and the inspiration of the retreat sessions with each of you!  

     State Recognition Days are approaching fast!  I hope you have gotten your reservations and are working on your registrations!! Having one person in the chapter take charge of getting all the paperwork in often works the best.  We are up to four hotels in Visalia—we are all very excited about the response!  The hotels are The Marriott, The Comfort Suites, The Hampton Inn and The Lamp Liter Inn.  There will be shuttles to and from the Convention Center from the Hampton and the Lamp Liter.  Don’t forget to preorder your shirts and pinettes and to sign up to help with SRD on the ‘help wanted’ form! 
      I am planning visits and workshops…have seen some of you and have some visits planned. The Area Captain program that I will present when I visit is on Super Foods. It is very informative and has sparks some interesting discussions. 

      All chapters should have received their copy of the 2010 Chapter Resume and winners’ certificates by now. Please plan to have a nice Annual Awards Program to honor all of your chapter winners. Many Chapters combine it with the Installation of Officers. The Chapter Ceremonies Guide, www.tops.org Leader's Corner and www.whywelovetops.com all have great theme ideas for your ceremonies and awards programs. 
        TOPS has a new leadership program we will be presenting at workshops and Rallies over the next 2 years, along with some contests and fun things to go along with it.  We will have our first workshop on March 26 in Vallejo at the Carquinez Highlands Mobile Home Park (Clubhouse) 150 Seaport Drive Vallejo, CA 94590. It is right off I-80 near the Vallejo side of the bridge. Check In 9:30, Workshop 10 am to appox 12:30. Please carpool as parking is limited.  Our Fall Rallies are planned for September and October! September 10 will be in Napa so save the date!

       Just a few reminders:  All checks for memberships, renewals, KOPS Registrations and maintenance all need to be made out to our Coordinator Franki and sent to her at her Sacramento address. On all new member applications please make sure the date enrolled and present weight is complete. 
       TOPS theme these next two years is The Road to Success.  Are you on the right road?  Come to SRD and share a fun and motivating workshop to get us all on the Road to Success!

Any questions or concerns your chapter may have please email me or call. I appreciate all of the past Officers and look forward to working with the new ones. Thank you for stepping up to the job!

I care, Mickey Drake

TOPS Area Captain

