	TOPS CLUB, INC FORM L-011: TOPS NEWS REPORT
		Date: 07/28/11
Chapter: TOPS CA2249 Oroville		Number of Members:  18
Author of Material Submitted:  Merlie Gilley	 530-589-275	Chapter Treasurer
Report Submitted By:  Merlie Gilley
	TOPS NEWS ITEM

Hello, my name is Merlie Gilley from TOPS CA2249 Oroville. I’d like tell you about my experiences at IRD 2011,”Happy Days with TOPS.” My plane arrived at General Mitchell airport in Milwaukee at 6:00am on Saturday, July 2, 2011. I was the first of “Lill’s Gang” to arrive and decided to hang around the airport and greet my companions as they came into the main terminal. The first to arrive was Nan Schea from Kingston NH. Nan arrived around 3:00pm. Next was Lill Herr from Simi Valley CA and A/C Sue Riding of Atascadero CA. Finally, Helen Sahagian of Nokomis FL arrived at 6:00pm. Hail, hail the gang’s all here, and we loaded our luggage and ourselves into the rental car and headed for the hotel. Our “Gang” always arrives the Saturday before IRD starts so we can visit with each other and explore the surrounding area. 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday we visited the Harley-Davison Museum; the Basilica of St Josaphat, built by Polish immigrants at the turn of the century it took 500 rail cars of granite to build and was recently restored to its original glorious splendor; Old World Wisconsin, a collection of the villages of Wisconsin’s early settlers; and Ten Chimneys, the rural haven of the most revered team in American theater of Lynne Fontanne and Alfred Lunt. All were extremely interesting. There was a lot of walking so we got plenty of exercise.
Wednesday was the opening of IRD. Three of us attended the iMIS Workshop to learn how to work in the TOPS.org website. Then we toured TOPS Headquarters. It was a fantastic experience to see the headquarters and meet some of the people that work there for us. 
Thursday we really got into the workshops, Retreat Open House and shopping in the TOPS Promotions Room. The theme of the first General Session was “TOPS PEP RALLY” where the TOPS Field Staff, the reigning King and Queen were introduced and the parade of State, Provincial and Overseas Royalty. The session was followed by special entertainment by the Doo Wop Daddies who played 50’s music.
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Friday’s second General Session “TOPS Homecoming” brought our medical research team as they shared their most recent findings along with Century Award alumni and new recipients, the Before and After presentation and the outstanding Field Staff and Field Staff of longstanding were applauded. 
In the afternoon there were two more workshops and then it was time to start getting ready for the evening festivities of “Graduation & Celebration”. The last session was the “The Prom” which was held Saturday morning. We were invited to the 2012 IRD “California Dreamin’” in San Diego, CA. Then the International Division winners were announced followed by the State, Provincial and Overseas Kings and Queens parade as their accomplishments were revealed. The finale of our Happy Days together was the crowning of our 2010 International King and Queen and Runners-Up. 
After the meet and greet the “gang” again went touring. We took the free trolley around the city until we decided to find a restaurant to eat our final meal together. We then found the Fonz statue and had our pictures taken with him. It was then time to go back to the hotel and pack to leave in the morning. I stayed in Wisconsin for a few extra days to visit friends near Madison. 
Once again I have wonderful memories of the time I have spent with the many friends I have discovered in my TOPS family. I am so looking forward to next year’s IRD in my home state. Some of you may recognize my name from the daily inspirations I send by e-mail. For those of you that do not receive the inspirations and would like to you may e-mail me at jrsbww@aol.com and put INSPIRATIONS in the subject line.
